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DETAILED ACTION 



Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on June 
26, 2007 has been entered. 



Specification 

2. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The Examiner 
acknowledged the new title (Digital Image Storage System Having Docking Station With 
Communication Indicator) filed in January 26, 2007 as been acceptable. However, with 
the claims as now amended the title is no longer clearly indicative of the invention to 
which the claims are directed. 

Response to Amendment 

3. The Examiner acknowledges the amended claims filed on June 26, 2007. 
Claims 1 and 3-5 have been amended. Claims 2, 6-11, 15 and 16 have been 
canceled. Claims 19-24 have been newly added. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1, 3-5, 12, 14, 17-19 and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Berstis, US Patent 6,721,001 B1 in view of Anderson, US 
Patent 6,507,363 B1 and further in view of Kawamura et al., US Patent 5,899,581. 

Regarding claim 1, Berstis discloses a digital image storage system (See fig. 1) 
comprising: a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a memory (Fig. 2: 214 and fig. 4) 
capable of storing digital images; a docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital 
camera can be placed to transmit digital images stored in the digital camera memory 
through the docking station; and a data storage (by teaching that the images are 
transmitted to a server or a computer system, Berstis inherently discloses a data 
storage having a storage medium for storing the digital images since a storage medium; 
col. 2, lines 40-46; col. 4, lines 53-63) having a storage medium that stores the digital 
images transmitted through the docking station, the data storage having a housing that 
is separated from a housing that has the docking station (by teaching that the images 
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are transmitted to personal computer (fig. 2: 219; col. 2, lines 15-39), Berstis inherently 
discloses that the data storage has a housing that is separated from a housing that has 
the docking station (fig. 1 : 106), since a housing is an inherent feature of a personal 
computer) (Col. 1, lines 45-50; col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 29-63). 

Berstis does not explicitly disclose a controller that controls the data storage so 
that the transmitted digital images are stored in a predetermined folder prepared in the 
storage medium and that the controller automatically prepares a subfolder within the 
predetermined folder prior to the storage of the transmitted digital images and stores the 
transmitted digital images in the subfolder. 

However, as taught in figs. 10 and 1 1 , Anderson teaches a method and system 
for generating a plurality of folders for multiple devices and multiple sessions in a digital 
camera wherein when a camera is going to transfer image data to a second camera, the 
second camera would create a new folder to store the images sent by the first camera 
(Col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). Anderson also teaches preparing a subfolder within 
the predetermined folder prepared in the storage medium (in fig. 1, Anderson teaches 
creating subfolders or session folders with the motivation of avoiding the complexity of 
searching for a particular image as the number of stored images increases; col. 6, lines 
50-62). Creating a folder for receiving the images in an external apparatus is 
advantageous because it would allow efficient generation and retrieval of images from 
folders and also avoids name conflicts. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time the 
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invention was made to modify Berstis by having a controller that controls the data 
storage so that the transmitted digital images are stored in a predetermined folder 
prepared in the storage medium and to have the controller preparing a subfolder within 
the predetermined folder prior to the storage of the transmitted digital images and stores 
the transmitted digital images in the subfolder. The motivation to do so would have 
been to improve the digital image storage system by allowing efficient generation and 
retrieval of images from folders and also avoiding name conflicts as suggested by 
Anderson (Col. 9, line 37 - col. 10, line 3). 

Although the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson teaches 
preparing a subfolder within the predetermined folder prior to the storage of the 
transmitted digital images and stores the transmitted digital images in the subfolder (col. 
6, lines 50-62), the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson fails to teach that 
the controller automatically preparing said subfolder within said predetermined folder. 

However, Kawamura et al. teaches an electronic camera (Fig. 1) that 
automatically creates a subfolder in the memory of the camera based on a selected 
mode or parameter in regards to the image taken. As shown in figs. 8 and 9 a folder 
(i.e. 804) may have different subfolders that are automatically created based on whether 
sequential images are captured and said sequential images are stored in said folder 
(Col. 4, line 62 - coL 5, line 33). Kawamura et al. also teaches an embodiment where 
the folders are automatically created based on the compression rate applied to the 
images and wherein the camera creates inside said different folders for different 
compression, subfolders for sequential images (Col. 6, line 43 - col. 6, line 19). 
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Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Berstis and 
Anderson by having the controller to automatically prepare a subfolder within the 
predetermined folder prior to the storage of the transmitted digital images and stores the 
transmitted digital images in the subfolder. The motivation to do so would have been to 
possibly judge from the directory name and file name information about modes or 
parameter used when the images were captured as suggested by Kawamura et al. (Col. 
5, lines 29-33). 

Regarding claim 3, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. teaches that the controller names the subfolder based 
on a date when the controller prepared the subfolder (Kawamura et al. teaches naming 
the folders (i.e. 802, 803, 804) based on the date the images were taken; see fig. 8; col. 
4, line 62 - col. 5, line 33; col. 6, line 43 - col. 6, line 19). 

Regarding claim 4, Berstis discloses a digital image storage system (See fig. 1) 
comprising: a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) having a memory (Fig. 2: 214 and fig. 4) 
capable of storing digital images; a docking station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital 
camera can be placed for transmission of the digital images from the digital camera 
memory; and a data storage (by teaching that the images are transmitted to a server or 
a computer system, Berstis inherently discloses a data storage having a storage 
medium for storing the digital images since a storage medium; col. 2, lines 40-46; col. 4, 
lines 53-63) having a storage medium that stores the digital images that have been 
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transmitted from the digital camera memory through the docking station, the data 
storage having a housing that is separated from a housing that has the docking station 
(by teaching that the images are transmitted to personal computer (fig. 2: 219; col. 2, 
lines 15-39), Berstis inherently discloses that the data storage has a housing that is 
separated from a housing that has the docking station (fig. 1: 106), since a housing is 
an inherent feature of a personal computer) (Col. 1 , lines 45-50; col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, 
line 8; col. 4, lines 29-63). 

Berstis does not explicitly disclose that the data storage includes a controller that 
prepares a folder in the storage medium in advance of the transmission of the digital 
images and stores the transmitted digital images in the folder and that the controller 
automatically prepares a subfolder within the predetermined folder prior to the storage 
of the transmitted digital images and stores the transmitted digital images in the 
subfolder. 

However, as taught in figs. 10 and 1 1 , Anderson teaches a method and system 
for generating a plurality of folders for multiple devices and multiple sessions in a digital 
camera wherein when a camera is going to transfer image data to a second camera, the 
second camera would create a new folder to store the images sent by the first camera 
(Col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). Anderson also teaches preparing a subfolder within 
the predetermined folder prepared in the storage medium (in fig. 1, Anderson teaches 
creating subfolders or session folders with the motivation of avoiding the complexity of 
searching for a particular image as the number of stored images increases; col. 6, lines 
50-62). Creating a folder for receiving the images in an external apparatus is 
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advantageous because it would allow efficient generation and retrieval of images from 
folders and also avoids name conflicts. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time the 
invention was made to modify Berstis by having a controller that controls the data 
storage so that the transmitted digital images are stored in a predetermined folder 
prepared in the storage medium and to have the controller preparing a subfolder within 
the predetermined folder prior to the storage of the transmitted digital images and stores 
the transmitted digital images in the subfolder. The motivation to do so would have 
been to improve the digital image storage system by allowing efficient generation and 
retrieval of images from folders and also avoiding name conflicts as suggested by 
Anderson (Col. 9, line 37 - col. 10, line 3). 

Although the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson teaches 
preparing a subfolder within the predetermined folder prior to the storage of the 
transmitted digital images and stores the transmitted digital images in the subfolder (col. 
6, lines 50-62), the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson fails to teach that 
the controller automatically preparing said subfolder within said predetermined folder. 

However, Kawamura et al. teaches an electronic camera (Fig. 1) that 
automatically creates a subfolder in the memory of the camera based on a selected 
mode or parameter in regards to the image taken. As shown in figs. 8 and 9 a folder 
(i.e. 804) may have different subfolders that are automatically created based on whether 
sequential images are captured and said sequential images are stored in said folder 
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(Col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 33). Kawamura et al. also teaches an embodiment where 
the folders are automatically created based on the compression rate applied to the 
images and wherein the camera creates inside said different folders for different 
compression, subfolders for sequential images (Col. 6, line 43 - col. 6, line 19). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Berstis and 
Anderson by having the controller to automatically prepare a subfolder within the 
predetermined folder prior to the storage of the transmitted digital images and stores the 
transmitted digital images in the subfolder. The motivation to do so would have been to 
possibly judge from the directory name and file name information about modes or 
parameter used when the images were captured as suggested by Kawamura et al. (Col. 
5, lines 29-33). 

Regarding claim 5, limitations can be found in claim 3. 

Regarding claim 12, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as applied to claim 1 teaches that the controller is 
housed by the data storage (Anderson discloses creating the folders in the second 
camera; col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15; see also col. 4, lines 35-46). 

Regarding claim 14, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as applied to claim 4 teaches that the controller 
automatically prepares the folder in the storage medium in advance of the transmission 
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of the digital images (See Kawamura et al., col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 33; col. 6, line 43 
-col. 6, line 19). 

Regarding claim 17, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as applied to claim 1 teaches that the docking station 
has a shape to fit a bottom of the digital camera (See Berstis fig. 1 , docking station 106 
has a shape to fit a bottom part of the digital camera 102; col. 2, lines 15-39). 

Regarding claim 18, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as applied to claim 4 teaches that the docking station 
has a shape to fit a bottom of the digital camera (See Berstis fig. 1 , docking station 106 
has a shape to fit a bottom part of the digital camera 102; col. 2, lines 15-39). 

Regarding claim 19, Berstis discloses a digital image storage (See fig. 1) 
capable of receiving digital images from a digital camera (Fig. 1: 102) through a docking 
station (Fig. 1: 106) on which the digital camera can be placed, the digital image storage 
comprising: a storage medium (by teaching that the images are transmitted to a server 
or a computer system, Berstis inherently discloses a data storage having a storage 
medium for storing the digital images since a storage medium; col. 2, lines 40-46; col. 4, 
lines 53-63) that stores the digital images that have been received through the docking 
station (Col. 1, lines 45-50; col. 2, line 15 - col. 3, line 8; col. 4, lines 29-63). 

Berstis does not explicitly disclose a controller that executes a program to 
prepare a folder in the storage medium in advance of receipt of the digital images from 
the digital camera and to store the received digital images in the folder, wherein the 



Application/Control Number: 10/065,270 Page 11 

Art Unit: 2622 

controller automatically prepares a subfolder within the folder prior to the storage of the 
transmitted digital images and stores the transmitted digital images in the subfolder. 

However, as taught in figs. 10 and 1 1 , Anderson teaches a method and system 
for generating a plurality of folders for multiple devices and multiple sessions in a digital 
camera wherein when a camera is going to transfer image data to a second camera, the 
second camera would create a new folder to store the images sent by the first camera 
(Col. 8, line 18 - col. 9, line 15). Anderson also teaches preparing a subfolder within 
the predetermined folder prepared in the storage medium (in fig. 1, Anderson teaches 
creating subfolders or session folders with the motivation of avoiding the complexity of 
searching for a particular image as the number of stored images increases; col. 6, lines 
50-62). Creating a folder for receiving the images in an external apparatus is 
advantageous because it would allow efficient generation and retrieval of images from 
folders and also avoids name conflicts. 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson as a 
whole, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time the 
invention was made to modify Berstis by having a controller that executes a program to 
prepare a folder in the storage medium in advance of receipt of the digital images from 
the digital camera and to store the received digital images in the folder and to have the 
controller preparing a subfolder within the predetermined folder prior to the storage of 
the transmitted digital images and stores the transmitted digital images in the subfolder. 
The motivation to do so would have been to improve the digital image storage system 
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by allowing efficient generation and retrieval of images from folders and also avoiding 
name conflicts as suggested by Anderson (Col. 9, line 37 - col. 10, line 3). 

Although the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson teaches 
preparing a subfolder within the predetermined folder prior to the storage of the 
transmitted digital images and stores the transmitted digital images in the subfolder (col. 
6, lines 50-62), the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson fails to teach that 
the controller automatically preparing said subfolder within said predetermined folder. 

However, Kawamura et al. teaches an electronic camera (Fig. 1) that 
automatically creates a subfolder in the memory of the camera based on a selected 
mode or parameter in regards to the image taken. As shown in figs. 8 and 9 a folder 
(i.e. 804) may have different subfolders that are automatically created based on whether 
sequential images are captured and said sequential images are stored in said folder 
(Col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 33). Kawamura et al. also teaches an embodiment where 
the folders are automatically created based on the compression rate applied to the 
images and wherein the camera creates inside said different folders for different 
compression, subfolders for sequential images (Col. 6, line 43 - col. 6, line 19). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as a whole, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Berstis and 
Anderson by having the controller to automatically prepare a subfolder within the 
predetermined folder prior to the storage of the transmitted digital images and stores the 
transmitted digital images in the subfolder. The motivation to do so would have been to 
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possibly judge from the directory name and file name information about modes or 
parameter used when the images were captured as suggested by Kawamura et al. (Col. 
5, lines 29-33). 

Regarding claim 21, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as discussed and analyzed in claim 19, teaches that 
the controller detects a signal (connection of the camera to the docking station; see 
Berstis; col. 4, lines 35-63) to cause the digital image storage to receive digital images 
transmitted through the docking station, and wherein the controller automatically 
prepares the folder in the storage medium in response to the signal (See Kawamura et 
al., col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 33; col. 6, line 43 - col. 6, line 19). Grounds for rejecting 
claim 19 apply here. 

Regarding claim 22, limitations can be found in claim 3. 

7. Claims 20, 21, 23 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Berstis, US Patent 6,721,001 B1 and Anderson, US Patent 
6,507,363 B1 in view of Kawamura et al., US Patent 5,899,581 and further in view 
of Nambudiri, US Patent 6,640,214 B1. 

Regarding claim 20, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as discussed and analyzed in claim 19, teaches that 
the controller detects a signal from the camera and automatically prepares the folder in 
response to the signal but fails to teach that the controller detects said signal from the 
docking station. 
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However, Nambudiri teaches the concept of having a system wherein when a 
docking station detects the presence or connection of another device, said docking 
station sends a receipt signal to said processing device to inform that a terminal has 
been connected to said docking station. Nambudiri teaches a cradle (see fig. 21) 
located apart form a host computer (Fig. 21: 1646) comprising a terminal detection 
module (Fig. 22: 1704) for detecting the connection of a portable terminal (Fig. 21 : 
1610), wherein when said terminal detection module detects the connection of said 
portable terminal, a microprocessor (Fig. 21: 1632) of said cradle controls a 
synchronization module (Fig. 21: 1706) to automatically synchronize data between the 
portable terminal and said host computer (Col. 17, line 55 - col. 19, line 53). 

While it may not be explicitly stated in the references above that the functionality 
of an electronic device such as a system comprising a docking station for a system 
comprising a docking station for a barcode reader may be realized by a system 
comprising a docking station for a digital camera, it is well known to a skilled artisan that 
digital cameras and barcode readers are in the same field of endeavor as they are both 
microcontroller/microprocessor controlled devices for processing data, such as imaging, 
image processing, and/or image manipulation and perform image capture operations. 

Even if a system comprising a docking station for a digital camera and a system 
comprising a docking station for a barcode reader are not in the same field of endeavor, 
which the examiner does not concede, the system comprising a docking station for a 
digital camera and the system comprising a docking station for a barcode reader are 
reasonably pertinent to solving the problem of indicating to a storage device or 
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computer device whether an external apparatus is connected a the docking station to 
establish communication between the external apparatus and the computer device or 
storage in order to synchronize data between the two devices and would have 
commended themselves to an artisan addressing such a problem. In re Clay , 966 F.2d 
656, 658, 23 USPQ2d 1058, 1060 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis and Anderson in view of 
Kawamura et al. and further in view of Nambudiri as a whole at the time the invention 
was made, one of an ordinary skill in the art would find obvious to apply the concept of 
having a system wherein when a docking station detects the presence or connection of 
another device, said docking station sends a receipt signal to said processing device to 
inform that a terminal has been connected to said docking station taught by Nambudiri 
to have the digital image storage in Berstis detecting a receipt signal from the docking 
station indicating that the camera is connected to said docking station prior to start 
performing the data transmission between the camera and the digital image storage. 
The motivation to do so would have been to alleviate the need to automatically 
synchronize the image data of the camera with the image data of the computer upon 
connecting the camera to the docking station. 

Regarding claim 21, the combined teaching of Berstis in view of Anderson and 
further in view of Kawamura et al. as discussed and analyzed in claim 19, teaches that 
the camera detects a signal (connection of the camera to the docking station; see 
Berstis; col. 4, lines 35-63) to cause the camera to send the digital images transmitted 
through the docking station to the digital image storage, and wherein the controller 
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automatically prepares the folder in the storage medium in response to the signal (See 
Kawamura et al., col. 4, line 62 - col. 5, line 33; col. 6, line 43 - col. 6, line 19) but fails 
to teach that the controller in the digital image storage detects said signal. 

However, Nambudiri teaches the concept of having a system wherein when a 
docking station detects the presence or connection of another device, said docking 
station sends a receipt signal to said processing device to inform that a terminal has 
been connected to said docking station. Nambudiri teaches a cradle (see fig. 21) 
located apart form a host computer (Fig. 21: 1646) comprising a terminal detection 
module (Fig. 22: 1 704) for detecting the connection of a portable terminal (Fig. 21 : 
1610), wherein when said terminal detection module detects the connection of said 
portable terminal, a microprocessor (Fig. 21: 1632) of said cradle controls a 
synchronization module (Fig. 21: 1706) to automatically synchronize data between the 
portable terminal and said host computer (Col. 17, line 55 - col. 19, line 53). 

While it may not be explicitly stated in the references above that the functionality 
of an electronic device such as a system comprising a docking station for a system 
comprising a docking station for a barcode reader may be realized by a system 
comprising a docking station for a digital camera, it is well known to a skilled artisan that 
digital cameras and barcode readers are in the same field of endeavor as they are both 
microcontroller/microprocessor controlled devices for processing data, such as imaging, 
image processing, and/or image manipulation and perform image capture operations. 

Even if a system comprising a docking station for a digital camera and a system 
comprising a docking station for a barcode reader are not in the same field of endeavor, 
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which the examiner does not concede, the system comprising a docking station for a 
digital camera and the system comprising a docking station for a barcode reader are 
reasonably pertinent to solving the problem of indicating to a storage device or 
computer device whether an external apparatus is connected a the docking station to 
establish communication between the external apparatus and the computer device or 
storage in order to synchronize data between the two devices and would have 
commended themselves to an artisan addressing such a problem. In re Clay , 966 F.2d 
656, 658, 23 USPQ2d 1058, 1060 (Fed. Cir. 1992). 

Therefore, taking the combined teaching of Berstis and Anderson in view of 
Kawamura et al. and further in view of Nambudiri as a whole at the time the invention 
was made, one of an ordinary skill in the art would find obvious to apply the concept of 
having a system wherein when a docking station detects the presence or connection of 
another device, said docking station sends a receipt signal to said processing device to 
inform that a terminal has been connected to said docking station taught by Nambudiri 
to have the digital image storage in Berstis detecting a receipt signal from the docking 
station indicating that the camera is connected to said docking station prior to start 
performing the data transmission between the camera and the digital image storage. 
The motivation to do so would have been to alleviate the need to automatically 
synchronize the image data of the camera with the image data of the computer upon 
connecting the camera to the docking station. 

Regarding claim 23, limitations have been discussed and analyzed in claims 19 
and 20. Therefore, grounds for rejecting claims 19 and 20 apply here. 
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Regarding claim 24, limitations can be found in claim 3. 
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